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DR. SANJIB MUKERJEE LIBRARY

Bharat Sevashram Sangha Canada announces the creation of a beautiful library in the Ashram. In the same breath or
vein too, we are pleased to inform you that a genuine and most generous soul has come forward and made it all
possible. He is no other than Dr. Sanjib Mukherjee after whom this library will be appropriately named. It will be called
the Dr. Sanjib Mukherjee Library.

That’s not all that this wonderful gentleman has done for the Bharat Sevashram Sangha. Dr. Mukherjee is now tied with three
other bhaktas as the highest donors in the history of the Ashram. These four benevolent souls belong to the exclusive
Hundred Dollar Club. The names of these philanthropists are: Mr. Monish Sarker, Dr. Sanjib Mukherjee, our Accountant Mr.
Mike Sookhoo and Savitri and Dr. Lake Singh.

The library signals our intention. We embrace education as a key factor at Bharat Sevashram Sangha Canada. In India our
motto says it all: “To nurse the sick, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, shelter the homeless and educate the underprivileged
children.” But none of this apply in Canada. Our main struggle here in this part of the world is to keep body and soul
together. We have to find ingenious ways and means to hold on to our culture and identity. We must strive to inculcate into
the young minds not only the ideals of our religion but also our sublimed way of life.

Our aspiration was not only to build a Mandir or Temple. You will note that there are no domes in our building. What we
sought to build was an institution of higher learning. | invite you to pay special attention to next article entitled “Sangha Bani
or the Ten Divine Messages.” Here our illustrious Founder spoke about the lofty goal of life which is “Self (soul) or God
realization.” That’s precisely what this institution teaches you: How to evolve a god (or goddess) out of man.

We pray to God to bless Dr. Mukherjee for taking this wonderful initiative to donate this library. His name will now be etched
in this Ashram so that posterity may judge. It will be here now and forever more. It is the verdict of our Shastras — the fact
that daan or charity is one of the cornerstone principles of our Hindu religion. In that famed dialogue between Bhagwan
Vishnu and Garuda, the Lord is quoted saying: ‘Garuda, as a man approaches the penultimate stage of his life, his passport
to the other world lies in him doing two things: the first is to do a major yagna and the other is to give daan or charity.’

We salute and applaud Dr. Mukherjee for his resolve to do this ennobling act. May God bless him now and forever more. By
the way, there are other items that you may sponsor too if you so wish. If you do, we shall have your engraved and
prominently displayed for everyone to see. There are the items for which sponsorships are open:

The Gift Shop
Reception Area

Kitchen

Elevator

3 Stainless Steel Gates

OPENING & SPIRITUAL MESSAGES [ )

04/ 4




BHARAT SEVASHRAM SANGHA

OPENING & SPIRITUAL MESSAGES 05/40




BHARAT SEVASHRAM SANGHA DURC

J

N

Secretary Report

The Canadian Chapter of Bharat Sevashram Sangha is on the cusp or threshold of prolific
growth. It has not only met but also surpasses its material and spiritual goals for 2024. Our
success is undoubtedly attributable to the blessings of the presiding deity of our Ashram—the
illustrious Patriot Saint and Prophet of the New Hindu Age Acharya Srimat Swami
Pranavanandaji Mahara;.

Money is rightly said to be the root of all evil. But when it is righteously spent for proliferation
of spiritualty and amelioration of the lot of humanity, it is truly a blessing. Whereas the spiritual
mission of the Sangha is to evolve a god out of man (devolve men and women into veritable
gods and goddesses), its mundane objectives read:

“To nurse the sick, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, shelter the homeless and educate the underprivileged children.”

None of these endeavours would have been possible without your support. Therefore, I wish to
cease this opportunity to pay gratitude and say thanks to each and every one of you—our
donors, sponsors and advertisers. Swami Vivekananda once posed this question: Whom should
we thank, the giver or receiver? This is what the saintly one had to say which is today deemed
sacrosanct: It is the giver who is to be thanked for it is a God-given privilege to be allowed to
give. The act of giving helps the individual to exercise his benevolence. It also allows him an
opportunity to show his compassion which is vital for his self-development.

I am pleased to present our 2024 yearend financial report which is admittedly robust. Our
revenues has again surpassed the half-a-million dollar mark. We are pleased to report that it
reaches the staggering amount of $505,480. The reported expenses stood at $302,300 which
was mainly attributable to our large mortgage encumberment. The monthly mortgage payment
alone is around $20,000, plus another $10,000 or so for carrying all 3 properties. Fortunately
though, approximately $ 10,000 per month ($120,000 per year) has been applied directly to the
principal. In the last 5 years for example, we have already reduced the mortgage by over half-a-
million dollars. The present balance now stands at $2,750,000.

Carrying our Ashram is easier said than done. It 1s a daunting task to raise this kind of money
year after year. That is why we are appealing to you for your continued help. We need all the
financial help and blessings we can muster. Our holy shastras lavishly praise daan or
almsgiving. Itis said that whatever one gives in charity, it is multiplied a thousandfold.

2024 has been a great year. Trust that 2025 will bring us greater opulence and reward. I pray
that may the benign blessings of Guru Maharaj be with you all. Thank you and God bless.

PS: I wish to commend our brother Mike Sookhoo for all of his wonderful efforts. He has been
discharging his duties as our accountant for the last decade without remuneration. In addition
to that, he is our fourth largest donor on record. Blessings to him.

Submitted by General Secretary Dr. Lake Singh.

\S
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First Inheritance by virtue of a Will
4 N

- J

The late Sri Monish Sarkeryi

He is not only our largest donor on record but also the first bhakta (devotee) to have ever named the
Ashram as a primary beneficiary in his Last Will and Testament. Pursuant to the provisions contained
therein, the first sums of money to be paid out are as follows: $10,000 to the Canada Ashram and $6,000 to
our Head Office. The probate is already granted by the courts. So, all that we are waiting for now is the
disposition of some of his holdings before funds can be disbursed.

But that's not all what we are entitled to. There's a further provision in his Will whereby our Ashram will
receive a certain percentage of the residue of his estate. I am in touch with his nephew Ronyjit Sarker who
is one of the Executors / Trustees of his Estate. We have both concurred that the Canada Ashram is in line
for a further sum amounting to tens of thousands of dollars.

Sri Sarkerji never ceased to amaze me. He always spoke about giving. He once even presented me a book
on the topic that speaks in laudable terms about giving. Apart from his 13 near-and-dear blood relatives,
there are over 20 other charities unto whom he gave, devised and bequeathed his entire lifesavings, assets
and holdings.

Born out of selfless devotion, this just goes to show his immense benignity—a quality he demonstrated
several times in his life. Mr. Sarkerji was truly an altruist or philanthropist at heart. But even more striking
is the honourable manner in which he conducted himself. This saintlike one did so without the reciprocity
or expectation of reward, name or fame.

The point of this article is twofold. Firstly, it is done to demonstrate our deepest admiration, regards and
gratitude to him. Secondly, we trust that others may be inspired to follow in his wonderful footsteps. I
urge everyone to take advantage of this one-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Bharat Sevashram Sangha is a
Divine Mission. Whatever you do or donate would not go unpaid. I know this to be so from my own
personal experiences. Even though it is a token amount, please make the Ashram a beneficiary in your
Will. You will not only feel blest and good about yourself, but ultimately compensated too by the Creator
himself.

N\ 4
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Here is an invitation for you to leave your mark in the Ashram. This one single act of yours will pave your
way to vaikuntha (the heavens). Remember, the only thing that goes with you is your meritorious deeds or
punyas. We are prepared to make a plaque and have it displayed in your esteemed honour in the Ashram.
Please call me at416-825-2700 for further details.

Finally, it is only befitting that we present Mr. Sarkerji with a Posthumous Award or Plaque. This we
intend to mount right next to the one he already has in the Ashram. We pray that may he become a primary
beneficiary himselfin the Kingdom of Heaven. May God make his face to shine upon him and be gracious
unto him. God bless. I wish to append the following footnotes:

1. Mr. Sarkerji's father was a doctor. And he always reminisced with pride how the monks would
visit him at their home in Kolkata. He recalled one monk in particular. It was Brahmachari Ranjan
Maharaj—the monk who is today our revered president Srimat Swami Purnatmanandaji Mahara;.
He would speak fondly too of his mother who once said to him: “Son, never must you turn your
back on these monks. Always try to help them.” Lastly, when I informed our Head Office of his
Will, Srimat Swami Biswatmanandaji Maharaj (our CEO and General Secretary) straightaway
began recounting the virtues of this blessed Sarker's family.

2. With the help and support of the devotees of the Ashram, Mr. Sarkerji has been feeding nearly 60
unfortunate youths without shelter once-a-month for the past several years. He was also supplying
groceries and new clothing to Ernestine Shelter for Battered Women once-a-month. And now that
he is no more, we feel it is our bounding duty to uphold these great humanitarian initiatives of his.
It is our settled intension to continue so doing under his good name. Feeding the hungry and
sheltering the afflicted fall right within the ambit of our Ashram's mandate.

3. This was not a coincident but the direct will of our beloved Guru Maharaj. By divine intervention
and guidance, it so happened that Swami Purnatmanandaji Maharaj was here to attend his
viewing. Yes, God does not come but he sends his messenger. It was indeed a good omen and sign
of benediction. May his Atman rest in eternal peace. Jai Guru!

N
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A New Beginning
By Dr. Lake Singh

We are exceedingly pleased and delighted to make this grand announcement. A blessed family has
voluntarily come forward and made one of the most treasurable gifts of all. They have donated a
beautifully sculptured Murti of Maa Durga along with her four divine progenies: the blessed quartet
Saraswati, Lakshmi, Ganesh and Kartik.

We must admit that the Chatterjee family possesses a heart of gold. Dr. Munmun Chatterjee admitted to
me that it was her husband Dr. Diptendu's idea. Suddenly, one day out of the blue, he decided that they
would undertake this noble endeavour. Their dream has today become a reality. These exquisitely
beautiful murties have now arrived in Canada and we will be unveiling them on Saturday September 27,
2025 at 6 pm. Everyone is invited.

We intend to celebrate this year's incredible Durga Puja Festival with devotion, pomp and grandeur. The
homecoming of the revered Goddess Maa Durga and her divine offsprings will be truly memorable. The
new-look pandal will be spectacularly mounted upon a brand-new mandap also. That too, along with
bright flashing lights, will only serve to enhance the aura of the Divine Mother and her celestial
entourage.

The magnanimity of this gracious couple did not stop there.  now invite you to read the following article
to see what else they have in mind. It is not the wish or intention of the Chatterjees' to do any of this. I
assure you that this is all my doing which I did on purpose and deliberately so too. How else would we be
able to motivate or inspire others to undertake suchlike laudable and exemplary acts of charitableness?
This is your Ashram and whatever you do for it will open heaven's doors for you. God is our sakshi or
witness. He knows his children who are pure at hearts.

COMMUNITY & REFLECTIONS (] 09/40
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Engrave the Names of your Deceased Loved Ones Here

Munmun bahin and Diptendu bhai intend to carve out a new niche. But before I get into that, |
would like to draw your attention to our Donors Recognition Wall. First of all, it was designed for
the purposes of recognizing devotees' monetary and in-kind contributions. In-kind is a term used
by Canada Revenue Agency to include any and everything other than money. Good examples of
that are donations such as murties, equipment or any other items and/or services rendered.

[tis interested to note that this most thoughtful and considerate couple has come up with yet another
grand idea or proposal. They want us to make provisions for engraving the names of deceased loved
ones in the Ashram. This idea has straightaway grabbed my attention and curiosity. Yes, there is
absolutely no question regarding the virtues of so doing.

Our Shastras pay glowing tribute to those who undertake certain noble projects and gestures. Good
examples are “digging Wells to provide drinking-water for animals and man; building foster homes
for unfortunate and Godforsaken kids; construction of hospitals and mandirs.” Speaking of home
of the Lord, making charitable donations to temples in the name of near-and-dear deceased family
members work wonders for them. These blessings shall accrue directly to them in the hereafter or
great beyond. Satisfied and pleased with your efforts or thoughtfulness, they shall in turn shower
upon you torrential blessings.

The Chatterjees' are proposing we make Marbled Plaques measuring 6” X 9 on which the
deceased names will be inscribed and displayed on a designated wall in the Ashram. This is
certainly a splendid idea for which they should be heartily commended. But best of all is what's
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to follow. In order to initiate or get the ball rolling, the couple wants to kickstart it all with their own
deceased parents names.

They are prepared to donate the sum of $10,000 for two plaques which translate to $5,000 each. We would
like to thank them for this virtuous act of theirs. We trust that others will follow in their fine example and do
likewise. To their noble parents, we wish to offer this Shanti Path in their names and sweet memories:
3 T: RfR=Re QM
gfydt Tnf=RTy: f-RIved: qmfw: |
ITRYAY: QIffdgear: Qfisier Af:
T RTfk: YMiwd QTi=l: J1 AT Q1R
35 Qi RTfwt: QAMf=T: |
Om Dyauh Shaantir-Antarikssam Shaantih
Prthivii Shaantir-Aapah Shaantir-Ossadhayah Shaantih |
Vanaspatayah Shaantir-Vishve-Devaah Shaantir-Brahma Shaantih

Sarvam Shaantih Shaantireva Shaantih Saa Maa Shaantir-Edhi |
Om Shaantih Shaantih Shaantih ||

Ob Alpighty God, we pray that may they all grant peace unto the departed souls:
the sky, the heavens, the earth, the waters, the herbs, the trees, the creepers,
the gods, the goddesses, including I.ord Brahma and all other celestial beings.
May that eternal peace be bestowed upon them now and forever more!
OM peace, peace, peace.

PS: To Dr. Munmun Chatterjee who has recently loss her beloved mother, we pray to God to bless her
and make her whole again.

We also wish to pay our respect and pray for all the names appearing under the category In Loving Memor
of. We dedicate our Shanti Path Prayer to them as well. Their names are all follows:

Padmani and Baichu Sangram Singh
Bhagrati and Sarabjit Singh
Phulmat and Sugrim Sookhoo
Bhawani and Younarain Sankar

Dr. K.K. Goswami and Dr. Juthika Goswami
Monisha Ramgahan

Hookumchand (Bud) Persaud

Dr. Don Gayadeen

Ganesh (Gano) Chatterpaul
Premankur Paul

Sarama Mukherjee

Sangita Acharjya

Pandit Prabhat Mukherjee
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Bharat Sevashram Sangha
Head Priest
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Shree Pandit Samir Banerjee

We are truly blessed to have a Pandit of his calibre. Shree Pandit Samir Banerjee is a great example of
what a Pandit is meant or ought to be. A Pandit is a learned and scholarly person who is beyond
reproach—someone who has found favour with God. I am proud to say that Pandit Samir Banerjee was
deputed to fill this role as head priest. Our beloved Guru Maharaj permits only seekers of truth in its
inner sanctum.

Service to humanity is the lifeblood of the Sangha. It is rightly said that: To serve man is to serve God.
And this is precisely what I have noticed of Panditji. His call of duty is to give back to society. He has
incorporated in his life the three principal branches or facets of yoga—the synthesization of gyaan,
bhakti and karma yoga.

Though Panditji has been performing all aspects of puja for the general public, shraddha is by far
more widespread. Perhaps I am the only person privy to the truth—the fact that every time he does
a puja for someone, he makes sure the Ashram is compensated too. I am pleased to report that he
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has contributed over $15,000 last year. And by the looks of it, he is on course to surpass the
$20,000 mark this year.

Monetary compensation aside, he also donates all gifts received such as grains, flour, rice and
so on. How must we allow such acts of supreme sacrifice and kindness to go unnoticed! The
least we can do is to pay due recognition and say thanks to him. There are many among you
who do wonder how on earth we are able to carry such a huge financial burden. But it is
because of wonderful people like Panditji.

Many at his age would have resorted or taken to a reclining or rocking chair. But this kind-
hearted soul has elected otherwise. May God grant him the strength and courage to continue
his good deeds. Right beside him is his dharam-patni bahin Roma di. She follows him like his
shadow lending full support and encouragement. She books his appointments, plans and
executes everything from start to finish. More often than not, she even accompanies him to the
Ashram when he goes to officiate.

Last point. There is not so much need in Canada for charitable endeavours as it is in India. Here
the need is different. What Panditji is doing here is fulfilling one crucial need Hindus are faced
with in Canada. And as you know, Bharat Sevashram Sangha is all about seva or selfless
activities. May God shower his choicest blessings upon him and his better-half Roma-di. Jai
Guru!

Shree Pandit Samir Banerjee & Romaji
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Gita, for Children!
By Rhea Bahadur

(Age 14 yrs)

Bhagavad-gita is a practical guide. It teaches the art of living our physical
life in harmony with the spiritual one. It teaches the art of self-discipline
and self-perfection. We are a synthesis of matter and spirit and both work
in harmony with each other. We must blend them in proper proportions,
assigning their due importance to both. Gita is really a treasure-house
holding one of the most precious pearls of wisdom. It offers an answer to
all our personal problems, though they vary in nature from individual to
individual. There lies the simplistic beauty of the Bhagavad-gita.

The Lord's divine song is in the form of a dialogue between two
characters Arjuna and Krsna-Nara and Narayana - where Nara

symbolizes man and Narayana represents the refuge of man, God. The
God directs and guides the dejected, depressed, helpless and erring man

along the right path. This struggle in man between himself and the Lord of his heart and ultimately the Lord
coming to his rescue when he surrenders to Him are quite common in our everyday life. However we fail to
notice the play of God in our daily activities

One Liner of the Gita, summarizing the chapters..

These lessons and teachings are the main takeaways from the Gita chapters
Chapter 1 - Wrong thinking is the only problem in life .

Chapter 2 - Right knowledge is the ultimate solution to all our problems .
Chapter 3 - Selflessness is the only way to progress and prosperity .
Chapter 4 - Every act can be an act of prayer .

Chapter 5 - Renounce the ego of individuality and rejoice the bliss of infinity .
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Chapter 6 - Connect to the higher consciousness daily.
Chapter 7 - Live what you learn .

Chapter 8 - Never give up on yourself .

Chapter 9 - Value your blessings .

Chapter 10 - See divinity all around .

Chapter 11 - Have enough surrender to see the truth as it is.
Chapter 12 - Absorb your mind in the higher.

Chapter 13 - Detach from Maya and attach to divine .
Chapter 14 - Live a life- style that matches your vision.
Chapter 15 - Give priority to Divinity .

Chapter 16 - Being good is a reward in itself .

Chapter 17 - Choosing the right over the pleasant is a sign of power .
Chapter 18 - Let go, let us move to union with God.

Looking at these liners the other way, think opposite of what each one liner says about each chapter.. What
do you find common in all chapters? FEAR

Gitais all about removing and replacing the FEAR from you which is present in various forms. If you've not
yet read one of, or arguably, the greatest book on LIFE, you've NOT truly lived to your fullest possible
potential. It does not stop with reading but living it every day. You'll have no FEAR. Hope the one liner
summary of each chapter would inspire you to want to get started and dig deeper. From a young age, being
introduced to the TRUTH about life and helping to answer the questions regarding the how's and why's of
our lives, the Bhagavad Gita further deepens our knowledge of the world around us.

4 )

Finally, as Hinduism
being more closely a
Science of Self rather
than a Religion, it is
broken down to 8 steps to
be free from suffering. It
is called the Wheel of
Dharma.
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Rental of Premises

FOR WEDDINGS

Host your special day at our glamorous, top of the class facilities with all modern
amenities

Rental of both hall from $4,000
Banquet Hall only from $2,500
Kitchen $500

Mandap as low as $2,000 only

FOR SHRAADHAS
Depending on the number of people, from low as $250 only
FOR OTHER CELEBRATIONS

Ay

Both Hall from $2,000 ﬁ% %
%, -\ O
I/‘/ Z 4 { ot

Banquet Hall only from $1,000

SUNDAY SERVICE SPONSORSHIP Only $500
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

BHARATI MUKHERJEE

Who passed away on 29th JUNE 2022

From:

Prodeep, Marrie and Devden Mukherjee
Dr. Sanjib Mukherjee
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF SANGITA ACHARJYA,
who passed away on Feb 29, 2024

From: Sugata, Kathakali and Gnanendra Acharjya

May she rest in eternal peace. God bless her soul.

N\ 4
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Appeal For Help

This is your Ashram — a haven of peace and tranquility. It's an ultra-modern, well-kept premises that
imbues great pride and joys in the hearts of us all. And housed in the best country of the world, it makes
our Canada Ashram that more delightful. Please be part of our larger family.

Right now, we are embarking upon some exciting projects and looking for sponsors. We will engrave
your name and have it prominently displayed on the items sponsored. You will be also issued a Tax-
Deductible Donation Receipt. Here are the projects being undertaken at the present:

3 Gates at $3,000 each
Gift Shop $5,000
Library $8,000
Cabinets $4,000
Lingam Housing $4,000
Fence Staining $5,000

Please enquire how you can also get your named engraved on our Donors Recognition Wall. You may
even do so in the name of a decease loved one. For further information,

Please call Dr. Lake Singh at 416-825-2700.
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Lotus Funeral and Cremation Centre

Bharat Sevashram Sangha Canada is eternally grateful to Mr. Kamal Bhardwaj and Lotus Funeral and Cremation
Centre Inc. They have been sincerely serving our community and loved ones for several years now. Again, our
sincere thanks and gratitude to them.

It's good to know that we have a place like this that caters to the exclusive needs of Hindus. Mr. Bhardwaj is one of
our very own and he certainly understands and cares for us. We are therefore pleased to recommend their services.
Conveniently located in Toronto, this inviting, ultra-modern Funeral Home exudes a sense of peace and tranquility.
Please note:

All ofits services (including an on-site indoor Crematorium) are housed on a single floor.
Its Customized Visitation Room could seat up to 500.

Lotus prides itself for having a professionally well-trained, cordial and caring staff.
Thinking of preplanning? Please call them.

Also has a Coffee Lounge.

CONTACT: 121 Cityview Drive Toronto, ON M9W 5A8 (647) 547-8188 Fax: (647) 847 4781
info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
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